Frenchay Christmas Tree Farm feels the heat
THE exceptionally hot and dry summer this
year hit Christmas tree growers at Frenchay
Christmas Tree Farm particularly hard,
causing thousands of baby trees to die
during the relentless drought and scorching
weather. “We saved what we could,” said
Simon Maughan, “But the ground was
utterly parched and we have to use water
responsibly.”
The heat was felt right across Europe, and

industry experts believe that almost an
entire season’s crop of Christmas trees
has been lost, with Denmark, Germany
and Poland being the areas hit the worst.
A systematic replanting programme has
already begun (see picture), but as Simon
admits, “It won’t cover all our losses –
we’ll just have to write 2018 off as a bad
year.”
“Customers mustn’t worry about tree
shortages, however,” says Simon. “It
takes at least 6 years for a Christmas tree
to grow to the appropriate height, so the
affects of this heatwave will not be felt
before 2023.” A silver lining, perhaps, is
that because of the heat, many Christmas
trees this year are showing first-class foliage.
Another Europe-wide phenomenon
this year is the European General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) in May. “We
can no longer hold people’s information
without their consent, which means that this
year there will be no Christmas cards sent
out to our customers. Rest assured we’ll be
back in 2019 – all you have to do is enter our
free Christmas Raffle, in which three £100
shopping vouchers are up for grabs.”
With the drought behind them, hundreds
of Christmas Trees now await harvest at
Frenchay Christmas Tree Farm. Nordman
Firs continue to be their biggest seller, with

the Norwegian Spruces a close second. “The
benefit of a freshly cut tree is that it will last
much longer once you bring it into the house.
The latest research still tells us that it is worth
watering a cut tree after it has been felled,
particularly for Norwegian Spruce, because it
keeps the foliage glossier for much longer.”
Eager customers wanting to reserve their
trees for later cutting are welcome at the
Christmas Tree Farm from late November
onwards. Frenchay Christmas Tree Farm is
open until Christmas Eve, 9am-5pm every
day. “Choose and Cut” runs for as long as
stocks last. Prices start from just £20.
www.frenchaychristmastreefarm.co.uk

For your tree this year - visit the only
place in Bristol that growS its own
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OLD GLOUCESTER ROAD, FRENCHAY, BS16 1QW
TEL: 07717220086
(OPPOSITE THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE OLD FRENCHAY HOSPITAL)

WWW.FRENCHAYCHRISTMASTREEFARM.CO.UK

FREE LUCKY DIP FOR THE KIDS

FREE RAFFLE FOR GROWN UPS

OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL CHRISTMAS EVE FROM 9.00AM TILL 5pm

